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Mr. J. C. Mehd to look up such newspaper files and other material
as we %ve in our miserably-equipped libraries, and to cull out
everything relating to the subject of the biography. He has done the
work with an ability and conscientiousness which have considerably
lightened my task. In addition, he has typed all my manuscripts, and
has generally rendered himself very useful. It was trying work at
best, and the manner in which he has done it deserves every praise.
My grateful thanks are also due to Mr. Ramarao P. Desai, Deputy
Municipal Secretary, for compiling the Index. I greatly appreciate
the trouble he has taken and the competence with which he has
carried out the task.
The book has been a labour of love to me. My object in under-
taking to write it was two-fold. I found that our literature, English
and Indian, did not contain a single biography adequately recording
the life and life-work of an Indian, though during the last hundred
years, this country has produced many men of outstanding em-
inence ; and I was anxious to supply the deficiency, if I could. My
second object was to present a full and complete record of a career
altogether unique in our political history, and to give, if such a
thing were possible, a connected account of the principal events and
movements of the last fifty years. How far! have fallen short of tjie
ideal which I have set before myself, I am perfectly conscious; I can
only hope that the critic may prove right who says it is very difficult
to make a complete failure with a good subject. I trust I have not
quite surmounted that difficulty! Encouraged by that thought, I lay
down the pen with a; feeling of relief; yet not without a sense of
regret do I part from a work which has almost formed part and
parcel of my being for the better part of five long years.
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